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W    >  BUREAU  9F  A 

The  Gemaii  anple  nai'ket  continued  relatively  cpaiet  durlYig 
uary,  follovring  a  sonevLat  disa'op'^ii^t iiig  Christnas  trade,  according  to 
a  report  iron  Acting  ^-ricultural  Cor.ii.iiss ion er  L.  V.  Steere,  at  Berlin. 
The  developnent  of  a  "better  demand,  esnecialiy  for  American  ar)oles,  con- 
tintied  to  l>e  hindered  "oy  the  still  plentiful  sum;lies  of  fruit  from 
d-^r-iestic  orchards  and  nei^hborinrj  coouitries  and  "by  the  heavy  arrivals 
c f  ST)anish  oranges  vrhich  sold  at  very  Iot'  prices.     Scne  irnprovenent 
seems  to  "be  in  sight,  hcvever,  as  shipments  of  Continental  apples  are 
now  running   definitely  smaller,  although  they  are  still  reported  ovite 
large  from  Italy,  France  and  Switzerland.     Consumption  during  Fe'om.rar^r 
r-ill  cut  heavily  into  the  stocks  of  Crntinental  fruit  't-ich  have  osen 
put  into  storage.     Good  aaality  fruit  is  already  very  scarce, 

T/hile  the  inland  centers  of  conff.i'Tition,  ^hose  demand  determines 
the  character  of  -nort  auction  Imying,  ar..  still  re-norting  Irasiness  nuiet 
in  American  a^^plos,  a  fer  signs  of  iriK>ro"-ement  are  indicated  here  and 
there,     Sev-ral  markets  r'^ort  a  good  d'^mand  r^ith  slightly  advanced  prions 
for  T"ell  color'-^d  fr^ait.    Port  auctions  are  also,   if  anything,  somewhat 
steadier.    There  is  nov  also  much  less  complaint  '"ith  rcgr'-urd  to  the  con- 
dition 0-^  American  arrivals, 

Christmas  trade  in  Germany  this  year  "as  undoubtedly  injured  "by 
the  extremely  cold  "'eather  prevailing  during  the  holidays.     The  reduction 
in  consumer  dema:-d  naturally  affected  Americm"^  as  well  as  Continental 
fmit.     Considerable  loss-^s  from  the  freezing  of  domestic  fruit  in  transit 
also  occurred  during  this  cold  spell.     T..'^  recent  moderation  in  ^"eather 
has  already'  brou^^ht  some  imnrove!:e.;t  in  trading  and  rill  be  a  favorable 
factor  vhile  it  continues. 


The  competition  of  oraiiges  v-ill  doubtless  be  an  important  fact'.r 
during  the  balance  of  the  season.     During  the  third  veek  in  January,  for 
exarmle,  the  supply  of  oranges  in  tht  Elberf elG--Cblogne  district  outnumber- 
ed that  of  apples  to  the  extent  of  three  tc  one.     The  large  Spanish  crop 
is  moving  at  tinusually  lov.'  prices.     IVholesalers  believe,  hc^'ever,  that  it 
does  not  have  good  keeping  qualities  this  year.     The  Italian  orange  crop 
is  said  to  be  smaller  than  last  year  but  better  in  quality.     Prices  nor 
being  quoted,  hovever,  are  relatively  high. 


a/  Based  on  roport  dated  January  16  brought  xxp  to  date  by  cable  of  Janaan.^  27. 
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ihe  sale  of  at)Out  4,0*^0  "boxes  of  Crinean  apr)les  is  re-norted  from 
Hamljurg  on  Jaiiuarv  5;  the  nuality  --as  said  to  be  tuisat isf actory  and  -orices 
lor.     CJLe  season  for  iiiissian  frait  is  no^"  practically  ended.     Of  consider- 
able interest  in  this  connect  ion  is  a  recent  statenent  by  the  Goviet  Trade 
Representative  in  Paris  to  the  effect  that  strong  efforts  are  being  made  to 
develop  expoi-ts  of  Crinean  fniit  azad  that  the  attention  of  Suro-oean  consum- 
ers should  be  turned  in  this  direction.    The  statement  vas  made  that  <:,00n 
tons  of  fruit  ^ere  exported  durin^^^  the  1926-27  cai^maign  and  that  the  1927-28 
season  nay  see  this  figure  doubled. 

Denmark 

!liddle  of  January  reports  from  Co-nenhagen  indicate  that  the  large 
stocks  of  fruit  fron  the  holiday''  -oeriod  have  been  -oractically  cleaned  ud 
and  that  the  outlook  is  favorable  for  a  better  demand  for  ner  arrivals. 
Recei-ots  of  Continental  fruit  are  declining  and  interest  turning  more 
tOTTaxd  American  shipments-    "e'^to'^ns  are  renorted  in  especially  active 
demand  rith  incrairv'  for  "^'in^^saus  relativ-^ly  t'eaker. 

Franco 

The  "Journal  Officiel"  recent I2'  -publish figures  placing  this 
yeeT's  French  dessert  a"0"ole  and  near  c:^o-^^  combined,  at  15,450,000  bush'^ls 
conroarrd  r'ith  7,521,000  in  192-3  and  7,516,000  in  1925.     Of  this  year's  cro-n, 
10,300,000  bushels  consisted  of  ap"Dles  and  4,569,000  of  D^ars. 
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